
Sinclair Broadcasting's decision to force their 
stations to air an anti-Kerry documentary days 
before the election is a clear example of the dangers 
of media consolidation.  You know this issue is not 
about partisan politics-this is crony capitalism at it’s 
very worst. Why is Sinclair doing this so close to 
Election Day? It wants favors from the Bush 
administration. USA Today writes (11 Oct 04): “With 
its heavy concentration of Fox and WB affiliates, 
ranking in the middle of the pack in mostly midsize 
markets, Sinclair is barely profitable and laden with 
debt. It had a net profit of $14 million on revenue of 
$739 million in 2003”. Sinclair hopes to change that 
by solidifying its hold on local markets by controlling, 
for example, two stations in more cities and sharing 
operating and news-gathering costs. But it needs the 
federal government to relax several media 
ownership restrictions. Sinclair wants officials to 
permit a company to own two or more stations in 
more communities than allowed now. It also wants 
the FCC to ease a restriction that bars a company 
from owning TV stations reaching more than 35% of 
all homes, and to lift the rule that keeps companies 
from owning newspapers and TV stations in most 
markets. That's where the parties part ways. FCC 
Chairman Michael Powell, a Republican [and son of 
Colin Powell, and formerly GE-NBC's lawyer!], has 
made media deregulation a priority, although many 
of the FCC's rule changes are tangled in court. Kerry 
says he'll clamp down on changes that promote 
consolidation. Politically Sinclair Broadcasting has 
given 97% of all their political donations to the 
Republicans- $121,000 since 1999. That’s what the 
showing of this anti-Kerry documentary is really all 
about. Making more money for the corporation and 
the Bush administration keeping political power. And 
we are seeing why, for a healthy democracy, media 
consolidation is poison. The American people 
demand a license renewal process more involved 
more than a rubber stamp. And once we get the new 
FCC commissioner with the new Kerry administration 
we will start to see that happen. Thank you. Thank 
you very much-I would love to hear back from you 
on this issue.


